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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 3/1 6/04, the following is a non-final first office 
action. Claims 1-31 are pending in this application and have been examined on the 
merits. Claims 1-31 are rejected as follows. 

Claim Objections 

2. The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .1 26 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims, to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 27-34 have been renumbered 24-31 .Double Patenting 

3. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
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1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

Claims 1-31 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-34 of 
copending Application No. 10/712880. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because they both yield the same result 
of determining a price based on the quote amount associated with the product and the 
desired quantity of the product. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in. section 102 of .this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2,4-12,14-20, and 22-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shavit (US 4,799,1 56). 

As per claims 1,19, Shavit discloses: 

updating the quotation system including at least a first raw material product and its 
quote amount; storing the quote amount associated with the first raw material product/ 
providing the quotation system including at least a first raw material product and its 
quote amount; storing the quote amount, (Col. 11 line 52 - Col. 12 line 18, w/Col. 16, 
line 50 - Col. 17, line 2, w/Col. 33 line 28 - Col. 34 line 2, w/ Col. 40 lines 27 -35); 

providing the product manufacturing facility demand planning system that identifies at 
least the first raw material product and desired quantity to produce a finished product/ 
providing the product manufacturing facility demand planning system that identifies at 
least the first product and desired quantity, (Col. 13 line 51 - Col. 14 line 9); 

calculating a demand planning system price associated with the first raw material 
product by accessing the quote amount associated with the first raw material product 
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from the quotation system, and determining the demand planning system price based 
on the quote amount associated with the first raw material product and the desired 
quantity identified in the product manufacturing facility demand planning system/ 
calculating a demand planning system price associated with the first raw material 
product by accessing the quote amount associated with the first raw material product, 
and determining the demand planning system price based on the quote amount 
associated with the first raw material product and the quantity required by the product 
manufacturing facility demand planning system to manufacture a finished product, (Col. 
13 line 10 - Col. 14 line 9, w/Col. 25 lines 28 - 50). 

Shavit does not specifically disclose the following: a semiconductor product 
manufacturing facility. 

However, the nature of the facility and its particular industry is descriptive material and 
is not functionally involved in the recited steps of the method. Because it has no 
functional role in the method it is non-functional descriptive material, this descriptive 
material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of 
patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). MPEP2106). 
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As per claims 2, 13, 20, 27, Shavit does not specifically disclose the following: wherein 
the product manufacturing facility demand planning system comprises a semiconductor 
foundry. 

However, the nature of the foundry and its particular industry is descriptive material and 
is not functionally involved in the recited steps of the method. Because it has no 
functional role in the method it is non-functional descriptive material, this descriptive 
material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms of 
patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983). MPEP 2106). 

As per claims 3, 14, 21 , Shavit discloses: 

wherein the quote amount is stored in a quotation system database, (Col. 12 line 54 - 
Col. 13 line 34, w/Col. 25 lines 28 -50, w/Col. 29 line 31 - Col. 30 line 2, w/Col. 33 line 
28 - Col. 34 line 2, w/Col. 36 lines 22 - 53, w/Col. 39 lines 1-4, w/Col. 40 lines 5-17). 

As per claims 4, 15, 22, Shavit discloses: 

storing information associated with the first raw material product in a product database/ 
storing predetermined information associated with the first raw material product and 
second raw material product in respective raw material product database records, (Col. 
2 lines 9-15, Col. 7 lines 6-22, Col. 25 line 51 - Col. 26 line 4, Col. 40 lines 28-35); 
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As per claim 5, Shavit discloses: 

updating a mapping system with information from the quotation system database and 
the product database associated with the first raw material product, (Col. 24 line 53 - 
Col. 25 line 9, Col. 31 line 32 - Col. 32 line 9, Col. 36 lines 22-53, Col. 40 lines 28-35); 

As per claims 6-9, 16-18, 29, 30, Shavit discloses: 

wherein the mapping database is updated automatically when the quotation system 
database is changed/wherein the mapping database is updated automatically when a 
new quotation is entered into the quotation system database utilizing a database trigger/ 
wherein the mapping database is updated automatically when a new quotation is 
entered into the quotation system database utilizing a auto-call function/ wherein the 
mapping database is updated automatically when the product database is changed, 
(see at least column 24 line 53 - column 25 line 9, column 31 line 32 - column 32 line 9, 
column 36 lines 22-53, column 40 lines 28-35. In the present case, utilizing database 
triggers or auto-call functions is inherent in automatic database updating). 

As per claims 10, 11, 12, 23, Shavit discloses: 

receiving a quote amount for a second raw material product; 

storing the quote amount associated with the second raw material product/ providing the 
quotation system with at least two raw material products and their respective quote 
amounts; storing the two quote amounts/a quotation system entry device for entering a 
quotation entry that includes at least two raw materials and their quote amounts; 
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memory connected to the data entry device configured to receive the quote amounts, 
(Col. 11 line 52 - Col. 12 line 18, Col. 16 line 50 - Col. 17 line 2, Col. 33 line 28 - Col. 34 
line 2, Col. 40 lines 27 - 35); 

providing the product manufacturing facility demand planning system that identifies at 
least the two raw material products and their respective desired quantities/a demand 
planning system entry devjce for entering a finished product and required raw material 
products and desired quantities, (Col. 13 line 51 - Col. 14 line 9); 

calculating a demand planning system price associated with the second raw material 
product, wherein the demand planning system identifies at least the first raw material 
product and the second raw material product prices and desired respective quantities, 
by accessing the stored quote amount associated with the second raw material 
product, and determining the demand planning system price for the second raw material 
product based on the stored quote amount associated with the second raw material 
product and the desired quantity identified in the product manufacturing facility demand 
planning system/ wherein the quote amount associated with the first raw material 
product and the quote amount associated with the second raw material product are in 
the same quotation system/calculating demand planning system prices associated with 
the at least two raw material products by accessing the quote amounts associated with 
the products, and determining the demand planning system prices based on the 
respective quote amounts associated with the products and their respective desired 
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quantities identified in the product manufacturing facility demand planning system/a 
price calculator configured to receive the desired quantities of raw materials from the 
demand planning system entry device, to access the memory to identify the quote 
amounts associated with the raw materials, and to calculate a price for the finished 
product based on the desired quantities and quote amounts of raw materials, (Col. 12 
line 54 - Col. 14 line 9, Col. 25 lines 28 - 50, Col. 29 line 31 - Col. 30 line 2, Col. 33 line 
28 - Col. 34 line 2, Col. 36 lines 22 - 53, Col. 39 lines 1-4, Col. 40 lines 5-17). 

As per claim 28, Shavit discloses: 

a quotation system database connected to the demand planning system entry device, 
(Col. 12 line 54 - Col. 13 line 34, w/Col. 25 lines 28 -50, w/Col. 29 line 31 - Col. 30 line 
2, w/Col. 33 line 28 - Col. 34 line 2, w/Col. 36 lines 22 - 53, w/Col. 39 lines 1-4, w/Col. 
40 lines 5-17). 

; a product database configured to receive raw material product information, (Col. 2 
lines 9-15, Col. 7 lines 6-22, Col. 25 line 51 - Col. 26 line 4, Col. 40 lines 28-35); and a 
mapping database that interfaces with both the quotation system database and product 
database capable of storing information associated with the raw material products, (Col. 
24 line 53 - Col. 25 line 9, Col. 31 line 32 - Col. 32 line 9, Col. 36 lines 22-53, Col. 40 
lines 28-35). 

As per claim 31 , Shavit discloses: 

wherein the quotation system entry device and the demand planning system entry 
device comprise a single device (Abstract, column 5 lines 16-65, column 13 line 51 - 
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column 14 line 9, in this case, virtually every function performed can be performed by 
the same device). 

5. Claims 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shavit (US 4,799,1 56), and further in view of Senior (US 2002/00291 71 ). 

As per claims 32-34, Shavit does not specifically teach the following: 

wherein the single device is a personal data assistant/wherein the quotation system 

entry device is connected to the memory via a wireless connection/ wherein the demand 

planning system entry device is connected to the price calculator via a wireless 

connection. 

But does teach that every function performed can virtually be performed by the same 
device in the Abstract, column 5 lines 16-65, column 13 line 51 -column 14 line 9. 
However, discloses: 

the single device being a personal data assistant, the quotation entry device connected 
to the memory via a wireless connection, and the order entry device connected to the 
price calculator via a wireless connection ([0063]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the system of Shavit and Banks to include the single device being a personal 
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data assistant, the quotation entry device being connected to the memory via a wireless 
connection, and the order entry device being connected to the price calculator via a 
wireless connection as taught by Senior, in order to improve the convenience of using of 
the system, make the system more accessible, and make the system easier to use, 
thereby attracting more users to the system and increasing commerce using the 
system. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
•Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system, Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 

A. R. B. 

September 4, 2007. 



